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harboured this belief, they often designated themselves alone as
" men " and other peoples with a derogatory name, or they
traced their origin to gods or semi-divine eponymous heroes.
The old Teutons claimed to descend from Mannus, the son of
the god Tuisco, who had been born out of the earth. The
Athenians too were so proud of their autochthonism that Antis-
thenes compared them to the slugs which were also earth-born.
In the Middle Ages the ruling class, believed to descend from
Trojan heroes and the Franks, were traced back to Francion, a
supposed son of Hector. The part played by the idea of race in
modern nationalism is generally known. The idea of a Divine
mission entrusted to a chosen people forms the backbone of the
history of the Israelites as told in the Bible. But they were by
no means the only people who were taught that they were
endowed with a mission from God. AH great nations, and even
small ones, have at certain times cherished the idea of having
been chosen by God for a special task.
The counterpart to beliefs exalting the excellence of one's own
nation are the national prejudices tending to discredit other
nations. National prejudice is so widespread and difficult to
suppress that probably very few people are quite free from it.
If one looks through great collections of proverbs and popular
sayings one finds countless curious beliefs about other peoples or
certain parts of the same people.1 Most of them are prejudices
or taunts for alleged peculiarities. It is interesting to find that
many of the present ideas of the characteristics of certain people
are very old, and this fosters.the fallacy of a racial character*2
Other views have greatly changed in the course of time. Fre-
1 Cf. for example, Vincent St. Lean, Collections of Proverbs, etc., vol. i, igoz ; D. E.
Marvin, Curiosities in Proverbs', 1916, p, 237 ; M. Plaut, Deutschs Land und Volk im
Volksmwd, 1897 (contains also many judgements on other nations) ; W. Wachsmuth,
GeschichU der deutschen Natwnalitdt, 1860, i, p. 126; H, Floerke, Deutsches Wesen im
Spiegel der geiten, 1916. Since Bacon remarked that the genius, wit and spirit of a
nation could be discovered in its proverbs, numerous attempts have been made to
follow this track. The results, however, have been disappointing. Cf. A. Taylor,
The Proverb, 1931, p. 164.
* It is of great interest to study the development of views which a people holds of
another people, and to trace the origin of prejudices. For views of foreigners on
England, cf. Malcolm Letts, As the Foreigner saw Us> 1935 ; Edward Smith, Foreign
Visitors in England^ 1889 ; the bibliography," Travellers Descriptions of Great Britain ,
in the Bulletin of the British Library of Political Science, Nov. 1921 j Georges Ascoli,
La Grande Bretagnt devant I'opinion Franfaise depuis la guerre de Cent Arts jusqu'ala fin du x6.
sitcle, 1937. Opinions of the English on the Germans are compiled in WilH Radczun,
Das Englische Urteil uber die Deutsclien bis %ur Mitie ties 77; Jakrhunderts 1933, The views
of mediaeval French of the Germans were treated by- Fritz Kem in the Historische
Zeitnhrifi, vol 108, 1912. German views of the English from the sixteenth to the
nineteenth century are surveyed by Franz Muncker, " Anschauungen vom englischen
Staat und Volk ", in SitQtngsberithle der Bqyerischtn Akademie der Wissenschaftm Phil* KL>
1918, 1925,